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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ALGIER 02498 032005Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 EA-10 ISO-OO CCO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
DOTE-OO EB-08 H-01 INR-07 10-13 L-03 NSAE-00 
SP-02 OC-06 PRS-01 SS-15 USIE-00 USSS-00 SY-05 
FAA-00 WRDE-00 MCT-01 NSCE-00 INRE-00 SSO-OO 
SSM-03 SCS-03 NEAE-00 /101 W 

025287 032013Z/63 

O 031945Z OCT 77 

FM AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 7283 

INFO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY DACCA 

AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 

AMEMBASSY VALLETTA 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

CONFIDENTIAL ALGIERS 2498 

DEPT MAY WISH PASS TO SINAI FIELD MISSION AND EMBASSY VIENTIANE 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAIR, PINS, JA, SY 
SUB J : JAL HIJACKING 

REF: ALGIERS 2497(NOTAL) 

1 . FOLLOWING ARE COMMENTS MADE BY THOMAS PHALEN TO EMBASSY OFFICERS 
AT EMBASSY AFTER PHALEN’S RELEASE FROM HIJACKED JAL PLANE: 

2. HIJACKERS: AT OUTSET OF HIJACKING, THREE HIJACKERS WERE SITTING 
ABREAST TOWARD REAR OF PLANE WITH TWO OTHER HIJACKERS SEATED BEHIND 
THEM. EMITTING WAR CRIES, THEY DASHED TO FRONT OF PLANE BRANDSHING 
PISTOLS. 

3. HANDLING OF PASSENGERS: FOLLOWING INITIAL HARSHNESS INCLUDING 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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PISTOL- WHIPPING OF PURSER AND BEATING OF ONE OTHER PERSON TOWARD 
REAR OF PLANE (PHALEN HEARD BLOWS AND CRIES) TREATMENT OF HIJACKERS 
WAS COURTEOUS. PASSENGERS WERE TOLD TO PLACE HANDS BEHAND HEADS, 
KEEPING HEADS DOWN. HIJACKERS, AFTER DONNING MASKS, HAD PASSENGERS 
TOSS PASSPORTS, THEN WALLETS INTO AISLE. 

4. JAL PLANE IS AT DAR EL BEIDA AIRPORT ALGIERS, INTACT. 
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5. BAGGAGE OF ALL ORIGINAL PASSENGERS IS BELIEVED STILL TO BE ABOARD 
PLANE. 

6. CREW: ALL ABOARD THE PLANE WERE RELEASED; BUT THE CREW REMAINED 
ON BOARD AS THE OTHER PASSENGERS LEFT. 

7. HIJACK LEADER DURING COURSE OF HIJACKING TOLD PASSENGERS THAT 
MAIN PURPOSE OF HIJACKING WAS TO BRING DOWN PRESENT JAPANESE GOVER- 
NMENT. 

8. BEFORE EMBOFFS HAD CHANCE TO SEE PHALEN HE TOLD PRESS REPRESEN- 
TATIVES ONLY THAT HE WAS TREATED COURTEOUSLY AND GLAD TO BE OUT. HE 
HAD NO REPEAT NO INTER VIEWS. HAYNES 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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